The 


Ames Led Multiple Lives in CIA 

New Mysteries Emerge From Boxes and Pockets Searched by FBI 


By Walter Pincus and Bill Miller 

Washington Post Staff Writers 


Aldrich H. Ames, in addition to al- 
legedly selling secrets to the Soviets 
and Russians, led at least two lives 
as a CIA operative — one as Aldrich 
Ames and another as Winfield Leg- 
gate. 

A U.S. tourist passport in the 
name of Winfield Leggate was found 
in a suit in Ames’s upstairs closet 
when the alleged spy’s home was 
searched Feb. 21, according to an 
FBI document. 

Leggate, sources said yesterday, 
was a cover name Ames assumed 
when he traveled overseas as an op- 
erations officer for the agency’s 
countemarcotics center. 

Neighbors have talked of their 


limited knowledge of Ames and his 
wife, Rosario, who was charged with 
him, and his CIA colleagues are not 
speaking at all. But new aspects of 
their lives — and new mysteries — 
emerge from the material seized by 
the FBI in searches of their two 
cars, their Arlington home and his 
CIA headquarters office. 

For example, there is his life as 
Winfield Leggate, CIA agent work- 
ing undercover for the U.S. govern- 
ment. 

In the same suit pocket with the 
Leggate passport, the FBI found an 
“earnings statement” in Leggate’s 
name. On a shelf in that closet were 
two other earnings statements in the 
name of Leggate, the FBI reported. 

On that same closet shelf were a 
statement from the Sheraton Sofia, 


in Bulgaria; a page from a Caracas 
Hilton notepad; an Istanbul [Turkey] 
bank receipt, and “blue paper with a 
combination” written on it. 

In a suit jacket pocket were tick- 
ets and a “TDY authorization,” U.S. 
government lingo for a document 
that permits the individual to have 
“temporary duty” outside the indi- 
vidual’s normal workplace, which in 
Ames case was CIA headquarters in 
Langley. Sources have said Ames 
was scheduled to travel to Moscow 
Feb. 22, the day after he was arrest- 
ed, to attend a conference dealing 
with drugs. FBI documents do not 
show under what name Ames was to 
travel. 

Leggate may not have been the 
only name Ames used. Another col- 
lection of bank statements found by 
the FBI raise the possibility Ames 
may also have had a life as Serguey 
Fedorenko. 

Eight bank statements addressed 
to Fedorenko from the Dominion 
Bank of Virginia were found in 
Ames’s four-door, maroon 1992 Jag- 
uar and six more in the Ames house, 
along with a credit union report in 
that name. Ames and his wife each 
had accounts at Dominion in their 
own names. 

Sources familiar with Ames would 
not say whether Fedorenko was an- 
other CIA-approved alias, or a cover 
Ames had developed with his alleged 
other bosses, the Russian handlers. 

A shoe box on a shelf in Ames’s 
den closet may relate to yet another 
life. The box is labeled “Crisci Tani- 
no,” according to the FBI, and it con- 
tained documents that were not de- 
scribed. 

Ames, who has been described as 
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Ames s house and office have yielded some unusual items. He is shown, center, at federal courthouse in Alexandria. 


a pack rat, kept some unusual mem- 
orabilia from the past in his attic. 

In a cardboard box with ‘Paxton 
Van Lines” printed on the side, the 
FBI found two TWA plane ticket re- 
ceipts from Rome dated July 1989. 
That was the month Ames and his 
wife returned to Washington from 
his three years duty in Italy for the 
CIA. Prosecutors have alleged that 
before leaving Rome, Ames received 
a nine-page letter from his Soviet 
handlers with a list of things he was 
to get for them from the CIA. The 
letter was found in a closet off 
Ames’s den. 

Also in the attic box were two 
business cards with the names ‘Tgor 
Shurygin” and “Vlad Isaev.” One 
source said Isaev may figure in the 
investigation. 

The Ames’s bathroom cabinet 
held some unusual drugs, according 
to the FBI. There were Librax tab- 


lets, one of the safer drugs used to 
relieve anxiety and tension; Garami- 
cina, a liquid that is injected to com- 
bat serious central nervous system 
infections, and Senokot, used to re- 
lieve functional constipation. 

One measure of the Ameses’ pen- 
chant for spending large amounts of 
money can be shown by the number 
of expensive watches spread around 
their house. There were, apparently 
for Rosario Ames, three ladies’ Guc- 
ci watches, one in a shirt pocket in 
an upstairs hall closet. Another was 
found on the bathroom counter top 
and the third on the bedroom book- 
shelf. There were also four men’s 
watches in one drawer in the master 
bedroom: an Omega, a Bucherer, a 
Raymond Weil and one not identi- 
fied. 

In a safe deposit box at First 
Union Bank of Virginia, which was 
drilled open by the FBI Feb. 21, the 


Ameses kept personal papers such 
as their marriage certificate, birth 
certificates, her certificate of natu- 
ralization and his judgment of di- 
vorce from his first wife. In addition, 
FBI agents found there Ames’s offi- 
cial U.S. diplomatic passport. CIA of- 
ficials say it is not unusual for agen- 
cy employees to keep their 
government passport at home. 

The Ameses have eclectic tastes in 
music if the tape cassettes in their 
Jaguar are any measure. Among the 
seven tapes listed as found by the FBI 
on the morning of Feb. 21 were tapes 
of the Ramsey Lewis Trio, Verdi 
Overtures by the Berliner Philhar- 
monker, Duke Ellington music played 
by Eddie Palmieri and Erroll Gamer, 
Vivaldi and Charlie Byrd. 

Their blue, four-door 1989 Hon- 
da, mainly driven by Colombian-born 
Rosario, had only one labeled cas- 
sette tape — “Selecciones de Salsa.” 


